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the fundamental conception of war as the permanent condition
and normal form of existence, with its practical corollary of the
permanent mobilization of the nation.

There can be no doubt that many leading military officers are
aware of this dilemma. The vital question, however, goes
farther than this: can anything at all be done to bring to an end
the revolutionary process which has begun? It may be that the
duty mentioned by the first Field Marshal of ignoring certain
ethical principles may at any time be declared to be no longer
incumbent on the German officers. But it will not be so easy for
the army to return from its new revolutionary conception to its
past traditional one.

REVOLUTIONARY MILITARISM
This unsound slogan of craftiness and the revolutionary
character of the new militarism explain the fatal political
course taken by the army. The application of General von
Schleicher's formula of "dictatorship within the dictatorship,"
the camouflaging of a military dictatorship by the National
Socialist civil dictatorship, was a disastrous application of the
principle of craftiness. All that has followed was implicit in this
false start. "Politics must be subordinate to strategy." By
identifying itself with this idea of LudendorfPs, National
Socialism cut off the retreat of the army leaders to older and
sounder principles, and made itself the spokesman of the most
radical strategic demands, overriding the objections of the
military leaders themselves. The civil dictatorship within
which the military dictatorship was to have moved freely
became its prison.
There is no field into which National Socialism has carried its
disastrous activities that does not show direct association with
the policy of military preparedness. It was only in connexion